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THE CHILD ABUSE
REPORT HAS BEEN
MADE, NOW WHAT?
SUGGESTIONS FOR
CHILD CARE PROVIDER

By Ray E. Helfer. M.D.. Professor
Pediatrics and Human Development
College of Human Medicine
Michigan State University

A significant amount of the literature that relates to
the role of the child care provider and child abuse
deals with the issues of early recognition and the
responsibility to report suspected cases. Very little in-

wormation 15 available to caregivers as to what to do
after the report has been made. How can staff help the
abused child who is sull in care, either living in his
own home or in-a foster home? Some think, and even
hope, their responsibilities are over and now Protective
services (PS) has the ball. Uniortunately, PS doesn’t
keep the ball very long and the child mav well be left
without any kind of long-term help.

A very brief vigneite might be helpful. 1 récently was
taking a pediatric history from a 25-year-old mother
about her two children, who had been brought 1o the
chinic for a routine assessment. In reviewing the family
history and the mother’s early childhood experiences, a
very traumatic and abusive childhood was deseribed in
some detail by this woman. | asked her how she was
doing with her children. While she was having some
difficulty, she didn’t feel that she was abusive: my
abservations tended 1o agree with her assessment. “In
same ways,” she commented, 1 was fortunate as a
child.,” With cunosity, 1 asked, “How do vou mean
foriunate?” Her immediate reply was that a ieacher,
during these abusive years, was “nice to me.” She went
on 10 describe this individual, in whom she had
confided about her abusive childhood, as someone who
wits “always there” and frequently told her, in one way
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Too ofien we read about the tragic imjury and death
of children as a result of abuse or neglect by adults
responsible for their well-being.

Frequently we read that a child was severely injured
or even killed and lawer discover that people close to
the family or sitpation suspected that something was
wrong. The incidence of child abuse seems to be on
the increase. It is painful to imagine the abuses occur-
ring everyday to powerless little children.

As child care providers, you are in a position to
identify potential victims. If you suspect that a child
may be neglected or abused, make the time to call the
protective services unit in your local county DSS
office. The child protection law, states, in part, that
*. .. a regulated child care provider who has reasonable
cause to suspect child abuse or neglect immediately by
telephone or otherwise, shall make an oral report ...
to the Department.”™

Section 5 of the Child Protection Law further states,
“The identity of a reporting person shall be confiden-
tial, subject to disclosure only with the consent of that
person or by judicial process.” There are additional
protections. including immunity from civil or criminal
liability, when the reporting person acted in pood
faith.”

Act when wvou think it is necessary. You will feel
good about it when you do, and you may just have
helped to save a child from a life of despair and injury
and perhaps even death.
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Ted deWolf, Director
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_or another, *1 know it's prettv bad at home, but when
U}ou‘rr here, you're safe.”

Herein lies the underlying theme of the role of the

child care staff in interacting with a child who, after

{Confinued on page 2)
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